Critique 


(Editor's Note: The following 
is the conclusion to Richard 
Cleaver's "Critique" of the 
Bishops' Economic Pastoral. 

If you do not have a copy of 
the first portion of the art- 
icle and would like to receive 
one, please contact the Catholic 
Worker. ) 


Part IT . 


The first set of recommendations 
has to do with the proper tasks of 
various agents and groups in the 
society, It begins with workers 
(illustrating the priority of la- 
bor). This section reiterates the 
Church's longstanding teaching on 
the rights of workers to unionize 
and states that the bishops "firm- 
ly oppose organized efforts, such 
as those regrettably seen in this 
country, to break existing unions 
(111)... ." Business people are 
next reminded that "no one can 
ever own .. . resources absolute- 
ly or use them without regard for 
others. . . . God is the only real 
owner (118)." A reference to Pope 
Leo XIII's rule, “The right of pro- 
perty must be distinguished from 
its use," might be fitting here. 
The bishops repudiate “the notion 
that an umimpeded market automatic- 
ally produces justice (121)." Then 
follows the discussion of subsidi- 
arity, Next is the first of two 
discussions of international eco- 
nomic policy, this one focussing 
on transnational corporations. 


Later on,the bishops talk about 
North-South issues more compre- 
hensively. In both, the Church's 
global scope is put to good use; 
the principles governing interper- 
sonal economic relations are raised 
to the level of nations. A section 
on consumption follows; the bishops 
denounce “excessive consumption 
caused) by generating false needs 
(140)." Finally, the Church's ow 
economic life is treated critic- 
ally; this is refreshing. More 
disturbing is the bishops state- 
ment: We do not accept the view 
that private agencies such as the 
Church are the primary agents of 
care for those who are hurting in 
our country. All citizens bear 
this responsibility, and it should 
be carried out through their govern- 
ment (150)... ." The Catholic 
Worker, as we have said many times, 
is opposed to "state ownership of 
the poor." The issue comes up 
again further on, when the welfare 
system is under discussion. -The 
bishops call for a throughgoing 
reform of the welfare system, 
They see that it is dehumaniz- 
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ing but they are not prepared to 
go beyond it. It is painful to 
read so devastating a critique 

of the system and get so feeble 
an alternative. The bishops note. 
that "One reason why we do not 
have a humane welfare system is 
our punitive attitude toward the 
poor (222)." That is surely true. 
So is the statement that "it is 
hard enough to be poor in this 
coumtry without having to bear 
the slurs of the ill-informed and 
the taunts of the prejudiced. . 

. . If we are honest, those of us 
who have enough will have to admit 
that we receive far more from the 
government than do those on wel- 
fare (240),." The welfare ques- 
tion aside, the section headed 


"Poverty" is strong in its declar- ~ 


ation that "poverty is not merely 
the lack of adequate financial re- 


py Richard Cleaver 


cooperation and mutual responsibil- 
ity. This section deserves an arti- 
cle of its own, Here an overview 
must suffice, It deals with coop- 
eration on the level of the enter- 
prise, the region, the nation and 
the world. 

Two ideas call particularly for 
notice, since they are currently 
considered beyond the pale. The 
first is nore collaboration between 
workers and managers. Unlike the 
usual formulation of such collabor- 
ation, though, the bishops insist 
that “support. for a less adversar- 
ial relationship between labor and 
management does not mean that work- 
ers alone are called upon to make 
sacrifices, Real collaboration 
cannot occur where one of the con- 
tributing groups holds effective 
power exclusively or dispropor- 
tionately. . . , Management and in- 


sources. 


To be poor entails a 
more profound kind of deprivation, 
for it means being denied full 
participation in the economic, so- 
cial and political life of society 


(194)" Inereasing the size of the 
pie, the solution suggested by No- 
vak et al, push for under the 
phrase "creating wealth" does no- 
thing to change the patterns of 
exclusion that underlie poverty. 
The issues of racial and sexual 
discrimination, distribution, and 
what the bishops call "poverty and 
powerlessness” as calling for fun- 
damental changes in the institu- 
tions and structures in our society 
(206)." This whole section is the 
second in Part II of the document, 
"Policy Applications"; quite pro- 
perly, the first is a long dis- 
cussion of unemployment. Its 
effects are described at length; 
in prescribing job creation pro- 
grams as a remedy, the bishops are 
careful to point out that the jobs 
must “address a clear social need 
(174)" such as rebuilding bridges 
and roads, and constructing low- 
income housing. They also denounce 
the idea of a "natural" level of 
umemployment. 

A section on food and agricul- 
ture is promised in the second 
draft. : 

The next section is headed "A 
New American Experiment" and raises 
the need to replace the notions of 
competition and individualism with 


vestors must also make their share 
of the sacrifices (245)," The issue 
of plants moving South or abroad is 
mentioned as an example of the need 
for workers to have a voice in their 
futures, since "capital at the dis- 
posal of management represents 2 
significant degree of the investment 
of the labor of those who have toiled 
in the company over years, including 
currently employed workers." 

The second "new" idea is the need 
for planning in the economy to re- 
place the mythical free marketplace, 
"No market is ever free from the 
surrounding society (256)." The 
bishops acknowledge that “the mere 
mention of economic planning is 
likely to produce a violent allergic 
reaction in U.S. society (261);" 
still, it is going én already, 
largely for the benefit of big 
business, and must be done in con- 
conformity with the principles 
already outlined, 


The question of U.S. economic 
involvement in the Third World is 
treated next. In addition to a 
searching critique of our over- 
bearing stance in the world eco- 
nomy, the abuse of foreign aid 
is discussed, For me, however, 
the most memorable sentence is 
the following: "Rather than pro- 
moting U.S. arms sales to countries 
that cannot afford them, we should 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


MONEY 

Diapers q 
Razors * 
Shampoo 

Soap 

Laundry Soap 


Towels . . 


Hand Tools 

hammers 

screwdrivers 

pliers 
Pots & Pans (esp. large ones) 
Silverware/Cooking Knives 
Cups & Glasses 
Coffee/Tea 
Food (esp. canned goods & pasta) 
Trash Bags (large & heavy duty) 
Vacuum Cleaner ; 
A Truck 
Volunteers (to cooks clean, etc.) 
Prayers 


VIA PACIS is published every two 
months by the Des Moines Catholic 
Des Moines, JA 
50306, Tel. (515) 243-0765 or 7471. 
We maintain Lazarus House of Hospi- 
tality, 1317 8th St. and Mgr. Li- ~ 
gutti Library and Peace and Justice 


Worker, Box 4551 


Center, 1301 8th St. 


We have Mass every Frigay night 
at 7:30, obviously June 21 will 


be an exception. 


Our Community members are: Jim 
Harrington, Donna Henderson, Patti 
McKee, tom merrigan, Norman Searah, 
Aaron Waters and Sharon Waters, and 


Kari Fisher. 


AN EXPLANATION OF OUR COVER! 


The gracious editor of the 
Via Pacis has allowed me to give 
an explanation of the cover, The 
five Hebrew characters in the 
Flame (the Flame being a tradi- 
tional Christian symbol for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit on 
the Apostles and those in prayer 
in the Upper Room) make a Hebrew 
word roughly transliterated pho- 
netically in to the Roman letters 
as the word "shavouous," The fol- 
lowing are three of the several 
possible meanings of the Hebrew 
word, "shavouous,"' 

I. Weeks--from the Old Test— 

ament Festival of Weeks or 
Booths 


II. Seven sevens plus one* Fifty, 
Pentacost f 


III, At the énd of some Jewish 
prayer services worshipers 
say to each other, "ta . 
shavouous!" roughly mean- 
ing, "Have a good week!" or 
"See you next week!" 


The Human Figure on the cover 
in deliberately drawn so it is 
neither female nor male, For 
as the New Testament reminds us 
we are neither Jew nor Greek, 
slave nor free but one in Christ, 

Our prayer for you and yours 
is that you had a Blessed and 
Spirit—filled Pentacost! May 
your every day be filled with 
the Glory of Our Risen Lord Jesus! 

in Christ's Love, 


J. Re Rutt. 
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Bishop Maurice J, Dingman 
and the people of the Diocese of Des Moines 
invite you to celebrate 
the ordination to the priesthood of: 


. Frank J, Cordaro 
& 
Robert A, Hoefler 


Friday, June 21, 1985 
4:00 p.m. 
St. Ambrose Cathedral 
Sixth and High Streets 
Des Moines, Iowa 


Reception to follow at Dowling High School Cafeteria 
1400 Buffalo Road 
West Des Moines, lowa 


The Cordaro Family invites you 
to celebrate the Ordination of 
their son and brother 
Frank Cordaro - 
S by joining them in 
celebrating a Mass of Thanksgiving 


June 22, 1985, at noon 
St, Anthony's Church 
15 Indianola Road 
Des Moines, Iowa 


Reception to follow in Multi-purpose Room 


“id WY! 
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SAN ANTONIO- HAS A C.W, COMMUNITY? 


We are happy to announce the 
opening of the San Antonio Catho- 
lic Wroker House. The Community 
is comprised of the members of 


two families-—-De Sanchez Galvan, 


her son Charles Bartsch, and Luis 


and Loretta Vila-Henninger, par- 
ents-to-be. They intend to open 
their house on July 1, 1985. 

The San Antonio Community asks 
our support in terms of prayers 
and money, of course. At this, 
point they are trying to raise 
money for the remainder of the 
down payment and initial refar- 
bishing of their ‘home. Dona- 
tions, may be sent to 
San Antonio Catholic Worker 


\ 


Community 
622 Nolan 
San Antonio, Texas 
78202 


f You are invited to the 
opening of Kindred Hospitality 
House (run by the same people 
who run Kindred House Soup 
Kitchen) which is opening 
for homeless families on 
June 9th, It would give you 
a chance’ to meet us and see 
the house. 

The open house will be 
June 9th at 2 pm at 
1337 - 6th Avenue (formerly 
Father John Zeétler house) 
We will provide refreshments 
and hope to see you there. 
Call Patty at 282-1235 if 
you want to know more, 


When this picture of DeMarcus 
Dameron was taken several years 
ago he was a youngster bubbling 
over With life, Marcus is dead 
now, a victim of sickle cell 
anemia at the age of 14, Marcus 
lived two doors from the C.W, 
House with his sister Vanetta, 


his brothers William and Oscar,Jr., 


his mother Josetta, and his step- 
father Oscar Johnson. We are 
neighbors and share alot. 


I have been hanging around the 
Worker House and this area that I 
have now become one of the senior 
hobos here. I can say this because, 
with very few exceptions, I have 
eaten more meals here and slept on 
the porches of the Worker Houses 
more times than the other homeless 
people now in the area, And because 
life for us homeless and hobos is 
very unpredictable, 1 feel obligated 
to those who will spend time here in 
the future to record this brief his- 
tory of the favorite neighborhood 
hangout, the old garage "ee shack) 
that used to stand in the alley be- 
hind the Worker. 


The house that stands behind the 
Worker has been vacant since I have 
been here. But recently someone 
started to remodel it, and one of 
the first things they did was to de- 
molish the old garage. It was a 
single-stall garage that leaned so 
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Marcus was buried from the 
Maple Street Baptist Church on 
May 23rd following a ceremony that 
was mournful, intense and beati- 
ful in its simplicity. His per- 
sonal popularity was attested to 
by the throng of people who pack- 
ed the church to overflowing. 
There was scarcely a dry eye 
as the theme of the music and the 
eulogy gave recognition to the 
immediate sorrow felt by so many. 
But the message also held forth 
the promise of hope and joy. 

We who were present represented 
every age group, a range of educa- 
tional, economic and social levels, 
and an array of skin colors and 
many different religious persua- 
sions. We were there to show our 
love and respect and pray for the 
departed soul .of Marcus. But we 
were also there to share the grief 
and the hurt of loss so that we 
might bring comfort to his family 
and others who were dearest and 
closest to Marcus. 

In death Marcus achieved for us 
present what few of us achieve for 
ourselves in life. He removed the 
barriers of age, education, social 
class, skin color and religious 
persuasion that so often separate 
and divide us. His death suspend- 
ed operation of these social 
mechanisms for a while and enabled 
us to fumction as the humanbeings 
we truly are; all members of God's 
family, sharing with, caring for 
and comforting ‘each other. 


far to the East that you were afraid 
to be in it when it was windy. The 
overhead door was gone, and of 
course there was no glass in the one 
window. I can remember when I first 
spent time there it was full of gar- 
bage, junk, old tires, etc. But 
over the several years that have 
passed since then it had been 
cleaned and furnished by unknown 
hobos with a variety of broken 
chairs and stools, an-old barbecue, 
and a mattress. Jt became a place 
where you could pool change for 4 
beer, bum a cigarette, or just wait 
for lunchtime at the Worker, I 
don't want to make this place sound 
like something out of a Steinbeck 
novel--it wasn't. But there were 
arguments, guys spitting on the 
floor, some sniffing paint, and a 
good chance the police would stop 
by, check 1.D.'s, and tell us to 
leavers 


I recently overheard a hobo say, 
"We sure complain about this place, 
put let a stranger come in here, and 
see what happens.” Most hobos tend 
to make overstatements and I'm sure 
this was one of his, but there was 
also alot of truth in what he said. 
The Catholic Worker is mostly taken 
for granted by the homeless and 
hobos who frequent it. The people 
who spent time in the garage were 
there because it was one of the few 
places they had come to expect to be 


treated with the dignity most people 


expect wherever they go. 


Marcus is buried now. Our sys- 
tems of stratification are back at 
work, Life, as we spend it, con- 
tinues. But for some, for various 
reasons, the pain associated with 
life is as difficult to bear as 
the pain associated with death. 

In our neighborhood, the pro- 
blems of living are constantly 
exagerated by a chronic lack of 
income or resources, If people 
have adequate resources they gen- 
erally move away, though not al- 
ways, to happier lives. A series 
of misfortimes in Marcus' family 
in recent years has left them 
hard-pressed to meet even basic 
living costs. They are without 
the means to pay the expenses in- 
volved with Marcus’ burial. 
(Approximately $2,000), This 
worry adds to the suffering they 
already endure, 

We have Mr. and Mrs. Johnson's 
permission to invite our readers 
and other friends of the Catholic 
Worker Community to make a con- 
tribution to participate in this 
corporal work of mercy and help 
to reduce their burden. S 

Please designate your gift for 
the DeMarcus Dameron fund and send 
it to c/o Catholic Worker, P.O. 
Box 4551, Des Moines, IA (50306). 


Please Help, 
hee) Memcr i 
Community 


Soup Deiivery =. Mary Mullins 


Homeless people are not all 
saints. Alot of them have emotional 
or drug problems, or both, and it is 
not easy even for us who have been 
on the street to look at each other 
as equal members of the human race 
with the same God-given rights and 
freedoms. However, the staff of ‘the 
Catholic Worker treats the people 
who come to their door this way con- 
sistently, and my friends and I 
would like to thank them for doing 
this, lL have no way of measuring 
its worth, but it is worth far more 
than the food we eat. 


Sincerely, 


David Burns 
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Keflections 


— from <a 
Mexico 


a 
Mike Colennese 


Since my return from El Sal- 
vador, my thoughts, as I express-— 
ed to some of you, have been of 
the terrible suffering there, I 
have been thinking a great deal 
about peace and trying to find 
the way to express my thoughts 
clearly about it and our rela- 
tionship to the issue of peace 
as Christians. 

On one side you have the terr- 
ible oppression, injustice and 
suffering that comes from inter- 
nal causes as well as external, 
As a person who believes in de- 
moczacy you try to find the so- 
lution to these problems and 
you speak of economic changes, 
new political modes, etc, The mo 
more suffering you see the more 
you seem to be radicalized in 
these areas. But at the same 
time you are probing deeper and 
deeper into the Christian mess-— 
age, you are trying to respond 
to the Lord's counsel of peace 
and forgiveness and the worldly- 
spiritual conflict arises. Yet, 
the Word of the Lord is powerful 
and the more you reflect on it 
the more convinced you are that 
we must begin with peace . e . 
we must begin with Christ... 
as the way, the truth and the 
life. You have heard it said 
more than once, "There is no 
way to peace, peace is the way." 
You become personally involved 
as you try to reflect on that 
line in your thoughts and actions, 


Each of us has a history, 
each of us has a development of 


thought and response to real- 
ity and each of us tries to draw 


nearer and nearer to the Lord. 
While we cannot fall into the 
fundamentalist error of ignor- 
ing the world and our real ob- 
ligations in the world in terms 
of building Christ's kingdom of 
justice and peace, we are urged 
to follow Christ in the most 
faithful way, The great mystery 
of our union with Christ haunts 
us day and night, There was a 
forgiving Christ at the well; 
the teacher Christ in Matthew 


253; the Christ enraged by mater- 
ialism in the temple; the Christ 
who made an option for the poor; 
the Christ who taught publicans 
and sinners; the Christ who call- 
ed us to follow Him on the road 
to holiness by our willingness 

to give our lives for our friends; 
and the Christ who finally died 
on the Cross; a Victim, the means 
by which He would liberate us from 
spiritual and worldly tyranny. 
When you are reading about this 
Christ from day to day and deal- 
ing with it all in an abstract 
way, there are too many problems 
which arise, but when you are 
inserted on a day to day basis 

in the reality of oppression, 

of suffering, of despair, the 
wholeness of Christ to which we 
are called is difficult to com- 
prehend and even, at times, to 
accept. This is the weakness 

in us but our faith reminds us 
that what we are lacking Christ 
makes up in a most generous way. 
So, we do dwell on hope, but not 
a hope divorced from what He 
tells us in Matthew 25, He 
taught us how to pray, that is 
true, but He also taught us how 


to respond to oppression and 
poverty. God began long ago in 
the Old Testament and the entire 
history of our salvation was the 
history of our liberation. The 
entire reason for our incorpora- 
tion in Him was to complete His 
mission on Earth, and that mission 
is the mission of salvation, of 
liberation. "Go unto all nations 
© e opreach the Good News .. ." 
and that Good News is the announ- 
cement of liberation, But to 
preach and give witness in the 
abstract is ridiculous when we ex- 
amine carefully the life and ac- 
tions of the Lord Himself .. e 
both through the prophets and in 
the Life of the Son, There must 
be a response which involves our 
hearts and hands! In light of 
this, I personally confront the 
reality in El Salvador and my per- 
sonal response to it and that re- 
sponse, by providence, is very 
really related to your response 
because we have joined together 
in a Christian community of re- 
sponse. 

President Duarte's success in 
winning a majority in the Salva—- 
doran Assembly might be a source 
of hope for dialogue and justice 
in El Salvador. But we know that 
as Christians we must stand at the 
bottom and be the bulwark of peace 
e c e beginning with peace . . -e 
and peace built on justice, espec- 
ially justice as exemplified in 
the life of the Lord, 

The terrible massacre of hu- 
man life must cease! There are 
people committed to change and 
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peace on both sides in El Salva- 
dor, but there are others com- 
mitted to the pursuit of power 

on both sides too, not an em- 
powering of the people to de- 
termine their own lives and so- 
cial structures, but a power 

of greed and selfishness and do- 
mination, So, I realize more and 
more each day that ours must be a 
witness to peace, There are no 
easy answers for anyone of us on. 
the manner in which we respond, 
but it is imperative that we sup-— 
port each other, help each other 
discover the truth, dialogue with 
each other, as each of us tries 
to find our own specific response 
within a community of common 
faith and hope and trust. 

Do not be misled by the absence 
of reporting in the media. The 
killing continues; in the death of 
innocents. Last week thirty human 
beings were slain in El Salvador, 
two of them children, Only thirty, 
you say, because we have become so 
accustomed to death in our necro- 
philic society that those "small" 
numbers do not seem to shock us. 
But multiply that by 52 weeks for 
five years and the story changes, 
But as Christians, there is a 
more important comparison. We 
are all duly impressed, especial- 
ly when we commemorate it on Good ~ 
Friday, of the sight of three men 
hanging on crosses on Calvary, 
the Savior and two thieves, Yet, 
Jesus said that whatever we do 
to another we do to Him, so the 
thirty people slain are thirty 
Christs hanging on crosses. If 
these realities are not probed 
deeply in terms of what we be- 
Lieve then we are missing the 
whole point of Christianity, I 
am convinced that many Americans 
and others who profess the Chris- 
tian faith ignore the Christian 
message because of what it im- 
plies in our personal and daily 
lives. 
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THE RESISTANCE CHURCH IN THE U.S.A. 
and THE CHALLENCE IT. FACES 


The monumental evil nuclear wea- 
pons represent is evoking acts of 
resistance in the American Church. 
The struggle against the Bomb is ! 
only now becoming a reality for ~ 
many. In America there is a rich 
tradition of resistance dating 
back to our own Revolutionary 
War, Every major social advance 
in our nation's history has been 
brought about through the use of 
direct action and civil disobe- 
dience. Examples are the strug- 
gle to free the slaves, improve 
the plight of the worker and the 
farmer, of women seizing the vote 
and the stopping of the Vietnam 
war. Whatever guarantee we have 
of our constitutional rights is 
the direct result of past efforts 
of direct action and civil diso- 
bedience. Americans do value the 
individual's conscience and the 
role of dissent. Our democratic 
institutions have traditionally 
tried to allow for a wide range 
of dissent in our society. 

The nuclear arms race ha s 
raised the question of the sur- 
vival of the human race itself. 
An all out nuclear war between 
the Soviet Union and the United 
States would almost certainly de- 
stroy the delicate eco-system up- 
on which all life depends. Even 
a limited exchange of the exist- 
ing nuclear arsenals could bring 
all life to a cold halt in what 
is known as a nuclear winter, 

The bomb has become the person- 
ification of evil in our age. 


IN GOD WE TRUST 


It has taken on its own’ life and 
spirit. No generation has had 
the means to implement the "fi- 
nal solutiion" of the entire race. 
Knowledge of this monstrous power 
has so corrupted the human spirit, 
its evil threatens the promise of 
the Kingdom on Earth. We are now 
capable of ending “time” itself; 


the ultimate blasphemy against 
God. The bomb is the major form 
of evil in our times; all other 
evils and oppressions--racism, 
sexism, materialism, militarism 
and violence in all its forms-- 
take their lead from the bomb. 
The bomb has its own internal 
rhythm, manifested in the arms 
race. Our future with the bomb 
is a world with less and less hu- 
man freedom. In natioms that 
continue to seek security in the 
bomb the human spirit will be 
outlawed to protect the bomb. 
The bomb did not just happen. 
It was the step-child of World 
War II. In our blind pursuit 
for victory and unconditional 
surrender, the bomb was brought 
into the world. When Americans 
entered the war, they perceived 


BY FRANK CORDARO 


themselves as fighting a just 
war, The aggressive behavior 
of the Fascist nations--Germany, 
Italy and Japan--needed to be 
stopped. Pearl Harbor became 
the point of reference. By the 
end of the war our means of 
fighting the war were clearly 
unjust. We allowed unquestion- 
ingly the "fire bombing" of major 
cities in Germany and Japan. 

These indiscriminate bombings of 
civilian population centers kill- 
ed hundreds of thousands of inno- 
cent Germans and Japanese. The 
atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, Japan, was seen as 

a more efficient way of war-mak- 
ing; one plan and one plane did 
the wore of hundreds of planes and 
thousands of bomb, The use of the 
atomic bomb on Japan was credited 
with ending the war. 

Coming out of World War I, 
Americans found themselves in a 
completely new position in rela- 
tionship to the rest of the world. 
We had the largest military in the 
world, spread out to every corner 
of the globe. Our homeland and in- 
dustrial centers were untouched by 
the war's destruction and the sole 
possession of the bomb put the U.S. 
in an unmatched position of power. 
Within two years the "Cold War" 
Was initiated in earnest, Ameri- 
cans came to believe that they 
had a moral obligation to help 
guarantee the freedom of other 
nations in the "Free World." Our 
national mission was to stop the 
spread of Communism wherever it — 
might be and bring the rest of the 
world the economic and political 
systems of capitalism and demo- 
cracy as we knew them. This was 
done through a strong military 
presence throughout the world 
and an aggressive Americanization 
of the world economic order. To- 
day, the presence of the bomb in 
the world and its mique poten- 
tial for total death has had no 
impact to stoppoing ox even con- 
trolling the nuclear arms race, 
Today's nuclear elites believe 
they are in control of the bomb. 
They are under a grave and evil 
illusion. 
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Americans have been slow to 


understand what is at stake and 
thesunique role they play in the 
struggle against the bomb, Our 
blindness to the bomb is direct- 
ly related to the unjust consump- 
tion of material: wealth we have 
acquired since World War II, We 
are six percent of the rorld's 
population consuming one-third of 
the world's resources, half of - 
which come from outside our borders. 
This is theft on a global level. 
Our individual and collective con- 
sumption patterns are based in an 
economic system of dominance and 
waste. Americans embrace an eco- 
nomic theory that fufills the 
wants of “a few instead of the 
needs of all. In so many ways: 

we are literally consuming our- 
selves to death. This hoarding 
spirit afflicts our souls. We 
are fearful of losing what wé have 
and are willing to protect it at 
any cost. This fear-based motiva- 
tion runs our lives and allows the 
demonic alliance between our sick- 
ened spirit and the bomb, 

The task of the Resistance 
Church is monumental. We must 
create a consciousness in the 
hearts of the people that the 
bomb is not needed. War, that is 
state sanctioned violence must be- 
come repugnant to the human fami- 
ly. To accomplish this task we 
will need to change not only the 
way we think but also the way we 


live. We will need to draw on our 
rich tradition of direct action 
and civil disobedience. We must 
not allow ourselves to be drawn 
into struggles between competing 
ideologies. We must be a wholly 
American experience, seeking to. 
put on a human face--the face of 
Christ--onto our economic and po- 
litical structures. 

The Resistance Church is on a 
journey searching for the soul 
of our nation. We will need to 
confront the religion of national- 
ism that exists in our country to- 
day. This national religion can 
be found in every major denomina- 
tion. It serves to protect and 
even bless the bomb. Jt is a reli- 
gion which uses the same book we 
do, the same symbols and the same 
faith, Therefore, nothing short 
of a re-alignment of what it means 
to be faithful at the heart of 
this struggle. 

Downward mobility, direct iden- 
tification with the poor and acts 
of non-violent direct action are 
signs of the Resistance Church at 
work. Of these three, non-vio-_ 
lence is the key. Signs of the 
Resistance Church today are the 
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May 15, 1985--Kansas City, Missouri 


(Editor's Note: Martin Hollo- 
day was charged with intent to damage 
the national defense and destrugtion 
of government property. His sentence 
was a fine of $1,000, restitution 
of $2,242, a special assessment of 
$50, and eight years in prison. 
The following are notes from the 
exchange between Martin and the 
judge before his sentencing and. 
the statement Martin made to the 
court, ) 


Judge Himter: In the procedure 
here, we will go over the high points 


of the case. You were found on a 
SAC missle base, having climbed the 
fence, and done damage. Just as 
important to consider is that you 
made up. your mind in Vermont; you 
travelled 1,500 miles, you brought 
tools. The reason I stress the dis= 
tance is it shows planning to 
achievesomething that you wanted 
badly to do. 

Martin: It was necessary to come 
so far because the weapons that 
exist in Missouri have the power to 
threaten my life in Vermont, and 
to threaten life well beyond. There 
is a direct connection. 

Judge: Would you consider going 
to Russia? 

Martin: Yes, I fell that is in- 


portant, JI have had friends who 
have gone there, 

Judge: Did they go to-the missle 
silos? 

Martin: No, They went to Red 


Square, ai and were arrested and de- 
pores 

Judge: When you went to the silo 
in Missouri, you set off a series 
of alarms. You were found sitting 
on the silo- lid with the tools in 
plain sight, As to the damage, it 
was substantial--to the concrete, 
the handle knocked off the access 


hatch, and damage to the antenna 
and transmission and voltage boxes. 
You ereated a hazardous condition 
at the silo. The Air Force is 
given maximun power to protect the 
silos. 

Martin: I would questien the 
hazard due to my action, What I 
did did not threaten another per- 


son. Any hazard was only to my- 
self. 
Judge: You aren‘t aware of the 


real- risk. That depends on military 
secrecy. 

Martin: I was unarmed, If you 
are referring to the cance of a nu- 
clear explosion, that question was 
addressed both by the Air Force and 
my witnesses at the trial. Both 
testified that the missle silo is 
hardened and made invulnerable, 

That testimony was not contradicted, 

Judge: I view what you did as 
eriminal, not civil, disobedience. 
It was a deliberate violation of 
criminal statutes, It was aggres- 
sive and illegal, based on your 
own judgement of the situation, 
Nuclear war is horrible. We do | 
need to dispose of the weapons. 

We are a little slow. But to 
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take direct action and use any 
MEANS. « « 

Martin: I would not use "any 
means." The evidence showed, and 


a 


“I would reaffirm that there are 


strict limits--the means must be 
in accord with the safety of the 


planet and our obedience to Christ, 


I renounce violence. The ends 
never justify the means. The Air 
Force has decided that any means, 
even global nuclear war, are justi- 
fied, Nuclear war can never be 
justified. 1 would urge the Air 
Force and this country to adopt 
different means--the way of love. 
Judge: I don't agree with your 
definition of non-violence. Vio-~ 
lence includes injury to property. 
Martin: That is the legal defin- 
ition, by the book of law. Not 
violence as defined in the Bible. 
The question also is, can a nuclear 
weapon be considered the same kind 
of property as a desk or a stove? 
As long as this coumtry sees nuclear 
weapons as property to defend and 
protect--more sacred than the lives 
they will destroy--what is proper 


property? The gas ovens in Germany? 
The dilemma of their very physical 
existence .. . 

Judge: You are still telling me 
it is all right to use illegal 
means, 

Martin: I have no plans for my- 
self, I can't speak for others, 
History shows that governments can- 
not compel Christians to obey laws 
they seek to pass. The issue is 
the morality of the law. 

Judge: I am concerned about your 
present and future attitude, ~ 
Would you ever consider using ille- 
gal means to advance any cause you 
might wish to further? You have 
left unanswered yet whether you 
have changed your mind. - 


Martin: I have no plans or in- 
tention to return to a missle silo. 
You are putting me in a double-bind, 
to obey any law, any power, any. 
government, for the rest of my life.- 


I have no plans to do property de- 
struction, But can the law bind 
me morally? 

Judge: I'm interested in your 
response to some future cause. 

What if the U.S. Army was to be 
sent overseas? Would you feel free 
again to_use illegal means to pro- 
test? 

Martin: That is too hypothetical 
for me to answer, your Honor. I 
wonder if you yourself could answer 
to this. As history changes, we 
cannot swear blindly to the future. 
I know you are honorable, and in 
Nazi Germany might have taken the 
illegal risk of hiding Jews. You 
might have sheltered slaves rather 
than to return them.to the law. . 

“thse: I can't consider probation 
for you unless you have a satisfac- 
tory answer that you are content to 
use illegal means. The U.5. isa 
beacon light in the world for de- 
mocracy, You are limited by the 
law and your imagination--you can 
protest, write parade, campaign . 

. « « Lour deliberate use of illegal 
means tells me something about you. 
You say you care about people and 
their lives. My bottom line is 
that you arrogantly broke the law, 
deliverately picked the criminal 
way. Nuclear weapons are not at 


stake here, but your methods are, 
We've had nuclear weapons for a 
long time now. Congress has voted 
for them and appropriated money for 
them, They are an important part 
of our national defense, My per- 
sonal belief is that we wouldn't 

be here today without them. You 
have put yourself over the Con- 
gress, your elected representatives. 
(The judge then allowed Martin 
to make his statement which fol- 
lows. Martin’s advisory counsel 
also requested permission to make 
a statement but was denied, 

Judge: I have one more question. 
Did you read Judge Miles Lord's 
statement before coming here? 

Martin: Yes,.it has been widely 
re-printed, 

Judge: How much consideration 
did you give it? 

Martin: I always look for signs 
of hope. There are miracles in the 
book of Acts. I hope other judges 
can be touched by these issues. 

Judge: As I said, I'm on this 
side of the bench. It is my job 
to do the sentencing. It brings 
pain, not pleasure to send people 
to penitentiaries, which I believe 
do no good. But there are two ‘ 
things. First, you need to be pun- 
ished for your 1,500 mile journey 
with criminal intent. It would 
have been good to set a better ex- 
ample. You set a bad example, 
Secondly, deterrence is important. 
You are the fifth person to go to 
the missle silos. You knew about 
the others. The message has to go 
out. The missle-silos are danger- 
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Kusty Madina 
Statument 


Lto- the 
Court 


(Editor's Note: Rusty Martin 
is a former member of the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker Community 
who, after changing his plea, was 
sentenced to three years proba- 
tion with the conditions that he 
register for the draft and attend 
two naturalization ceremonies. 
Rusty was also ordered to pay a 
$10,000 fine, 

The judge cut off Rusty while 
he was making his statement to the 
court and lectured Rusty on the re- 

~sponsibilities of citizenship. The 
Des Moines Register and Tribune 
published his statement in its en-| 
tirety, ) i 

Every mature American citizen 
is in part responsible for our 
government's actions and it is 
impossible to ever totally escape 
that responsibility. In 1985, 
this means we share responsibil- 
ity for 30,000 nuclear weapons, 
the building of more weapons and 
the willingness to use them. We 
share the responsibility for the © 
arming of death squads and the 
support of. dictators and inhuman 
iriternational power politics. We 
share responsibility for a govern- 
ment that cynically lies to its 
citizens on a massive scale. 

The fact that I cannot escape 
my complicity in these evils does 
not mean that I am indifferent to 
them, Instead, it is my moral 
duty: first, to try to be aware 
of the compromises I make and, 
second, to do all I can to improve 
the situation, 

Draft registration forced a 
concrete, personal connection to 
these otherwise remote issues on 
me and millions of others. Take 
the claim that draft registration 
would save time supplying hundreds 


of thousands of fresh troops to 
the European front in World War 
III, The existence of thousands 
of thousands of tactical nuclear 
weapons and the imperative to win 
insure their use before either 
side gives in, Thus, refusing to 
register is saying "NOt" to the 
suicidal fantasy of limited nu- 
clear wars, E 

The uses of drafted troops 
since World War II is overall 
one of criminal interventions. 
Draft registration has been pro- 
claimed as a "test" of our willing- 
ness to return to that approach 
to international problems, It is 
neither moral nor in our national 
interest to install military 
juntas and puppet governments, 
Refusing to register is a demand 
for a policy that is just and 
practical. 2 

Finally, does American citizen- 
ship mean the individual’s decision 
to kill others rést solely. with 
the state? Like the good.Nazi or 
the patriotic Soviet citizen, do 
I demonstrate my love of country 
blindly and unthinkingly obeying 
the government? «I don’t think so. 
The benefits of the draft do not 
balance with the threat it poses 
for democratic government. By re- 
fusing to register, I am asserting 
basic American democratic rights 
in the face of government intimi- 
dation. J am accepting the respon- 
sibilities of citizenship, not 
evading them. 

Politics is simply the form 
morality takes when we recognize 
our ties to the community. T 
knew if I registered that I per- 
sonally would never be drafted. 

I mew if I kept quiet, my person- 
al chances of prosecution would 
be zero. I chose to take a pub- 


lic stand on this issue because 
I was the right person in the 
right position to, get the previ- 
‘ous points across in a politic- 
ally effective, i.e. morally 
effective, manner. 


Jentimce 


Registration resister Gary Eklund 
recently requested a reduction in 
his sentence of two years impri- 
sonment. The Supreme Court's de- 
cision on March 19, 1985, upholding 
the government's right to selec- 
tively those most outspoken on the 
draft registration issue, and the 
sentences of other resisters led 
Gary to request the reduction. 

At the hearing Gary refused pro- 
bation when the condition that he 
register was a requisite, Gary 
told the court that registering 
would be an implicit promise that 
he would be willing to murder Nic- 
araguans, Guatamalans, and Salva- 
dorans if he were to register, 

In response to the sentence Gary 
said, "A couple of years ina U.S. 
prison is not nearly so severe as 
what the U.S. does to some people 
overseas," 

The judge reserved judgement 
on the issue of the reduction in 
Gary's sentence. Gary was instruc- 
ted to report to a now-wmknown in- 
stitution on May 30. : 


PRESS STATEMENT ON CHANGE OF PLEA 


‘Today, I have acted to bring 


- some Glosuré to four years of being 


wmder the threat and, then, the 
reality of government prosecution. 
I refused to register because I saw 
draft registration as the first 
step towards another Vietnam in 
Central America. I still do. 

I pled innocent because I be- 
lieved draft registration was an 
immoral, wnamerican and fimdament- 
ally political law. 1 still be- 
lieve that. ; 

By changing my plea, I have con- 
eeded in court what I have always 
said in public. Yes, I did not 
register for the draft. 

The government has tried to 
restrict this case to that sim- 
ple question of registration. 
They have succeeded in court. 

But the fact that we still have 
no draft, the fact that U.S. 
troops are not at war in El Sal- 
vador or Nicaragua is evidence. 
that they have not done as well 
in public. 

Seventeen trials have been 
held since the retwm of draft 
registration. All seventeen de- 
fendants have been vocal oppo- 
nents to the draft and the wrong- 
headed foreign policy behind it. 
While we still struggle to prove 
4it in court, it is clear the sel- 
ection of these defendants is a 
shameful attempt at political in- 
timidation, 

I wish the issue of the draft 
was dead, but it is not, The 
Cedar Rapids draft board meets 
regularly, The Selective Service 
is preparing the regulations that 
will decide who among us will be 
forced to fight and die for causes 
they don't believe in, + T 


Reelections From the 
Living Room 


by Donna Henderson 


(Author's Note: This is 
not a typical Reflections ar- 
ticle but the more I thought 
about the tremendous changes 
that are happening around our 
house the more I thought you 
might like to know about them, 
So here's what's happenin’. ) 


Summer has settled in at the 
Catholic Worker. The gardens 
are in. The children are out, 

The house is filled with’ the 
voices of children. In the last 
two months most of our guests 
have been families with children, 
often with two or more children. 
Tonight, for instance, ten chil- 
dren call Lazarus House home. 
Although the children love be- 
ing out of school, the fact 
that they are home makes work- 
ing, job hunting, apartment 
hunting and going to social 
services far more difficult on 
their parents. 


Two gardens have been plant- 
ed this summer. Our large gar- 
den at the corner of Highth and 
Indiana was planted be Kate Mil- 
ler and Dennis McLaughlin. 

They planted tomatoes, fadishes, 
lettuce, beets, squash, cabbage, 
carrots and other delectibles,. 
Kate and Dennis used two differ- 
ent methods of planting. Kate 
used a traditional row approach 
while Dennis built oval mounds 
around and up which he planted 

~ various types of vegtables, top- 
ping the mound with a single 
row. Kate put in dozens of to- 
mato plants. We anxiously an- 
ticipate the fruits of their 
hard labors, fresh vegtables 
are a rare treat around our 
house and our garden has had 
tow very disappointing summers 
in a row. We hope Dennis and 
Kate turn out to be better 
gardeners than we have proven 
to be. 
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square under the lazarus House 
fire escape and a smaller plot 
on the south side of the house. 
Although these places seem 
most unlikely places for a 
productive garden, these lit- 
tle things thrive on Jim's 
Tyr, 


Our lives here are very busy. 
Jur commmity with 7 adults is 
as small as its been since we 
‘opened Lazarus House. Tom Mer- 
rigan will be moving to Winona, 
Minnesota, in a few days, leav- 
ing only six of us. Tom join- 
ed us last Fall from Waukegan, 
Tllinois, where the Catholic 
Worker serves handicapped teen- 
agers. He plans to work in a 
eroup home for the handicapped 
in Winona. We wish him the 
best in his future endeavors. 

Sharon and Aaron are at Camp 
Wesley Woods for a week. Aaron 
for a week of sun and fun and 
Sharon for a week of work, 
Aaron got the best of it but 
Sharon was looking forward to 


“the change of atmosphere and 


pace too. 

Patti and I are just trying 
to keep up with the rest of the 
crowd. No matter what we do we 
just can't seem to catch up with 
all that's happening around the 
house. 

The Kindred Community will 
be opening their house of hos- 

itality for families on June 9. 
(See Announcements) Their plans 
now are to continue to serve 
three meals a day at the Kindred 
House in addition to providing 
hospitality at their new house. 

Jerry Mehalovich is working 
with C.R.0.5.5, Ministries and 
the Coalition for the Homeless 
to establish a multi-purpose 
facility for the homeless. 

They hope to be able to pro- 
vide hospitality, physical 

and mental health care, laundry, 
advocacy, etc. Jerry is or- 


Jim Harrington planted his 
own personal garden this year. 
A sign posted in one section 
of his garden reads: JIM'S 
TOMATO AND' RATTLESNAKE FARM! 
Jim plants only one crop-- : 
cherry tomatoes, His turf con- 
sists of the four-by-four 
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o Ritz Corbin- 
ganizing many local people in 
the hope that together they. 
might be able to meet the | 
desperate needs of so many of 
the homeless. ? 


All-in=all life at our house 
is the same and yet different, 
common and yet special. 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community is happy to announce a 
gift of Earthen Vessels to the 
Catholic Worker Houses, over 100 
throughout the U.S., Canada and 
Australia. The artist, Richard 
Breshnahan, the Potter in Resi- 
dence at St, John's University, 
made a chalice and paten for 
each house. 

Richard fashions his art out 
of resources indigeneus to the 
St. John's area in the Japanese 
tradition, Richard built his 
own kiln out of discarded mater- 
ials. 

Richard lives and works in 
harmony and balance with the to- 
tal environment and shares 
with the Catholic Worker a phil- 
osophy of simplicity and har- 
mony. 

Richard's gift is shared 
with this note: 

With all human frailty 

and earth from ages of 

growth the simplest colors 

of the earth are the easi- 

est to hold and use. It 

is with great hope that the 

- love and care taken by so 
many to create a piece of 
earth for every day use 

is enjoyed by those who 

inherit the earth, 

Richard 
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by Cin dy Blake 


I constantly question my- 
self and my motives--who am 
I and what I am doing with my- 
life. Sometimes I think that 
my life is a total practice or 
exercise in futility. I believe 
that in God, and only in God, 
can we achieve peace in this 
world, That together we can 
stop the senseless slaughter 
of each other. Now, I've been 
reading the editorials in the 
Des Moines Register and I've 
attended meetings and rallies 
where it would appear that many 
people think as I do. My frus- 
tration is that it seems like 
we accomplish nothing. So where 
is my hope? My hope is only in 
God, as Well as my salvation, 
but I must saly that I am en- 
couraged, delighted and thank- 
ful to no end to know and real- 
ize that I am not the only one. 


I find myself being an idealis- 
tic, romantic person with ten- 
dencies toward being egotistic- 
al and self-righteous because 


Dear Mom, 


by Norman Searah 


Dear Mom, 

"Thank you," for the gift you 
sent me, now I have a pair of 
good shoes to wear. Alot of 
people have been wondering and 
asking me when I was going to 
get new shoes because my shoes 
were somewhat falling apart, 
Even the people I often help out 
were worried, along with Sheryl 
who somewhat told me that I 
should take better care of my- 
self, 

It amazed me that even a cou- 
ple of guys who live on the | 
tracks cared too. Often after 
someone talked ahout how my 
shoes were falling apart, I 
would somehow walk in my shoes 
as much as I wish I could walk 
in their shoes. So, I'm go- 
ing to save my old shoes for 
a while, along with putting the 
rest of your gift in the bank. 


I'm correct in my political and 
religious beliefs. The futility 
comes in because regardless of 
the hope that I have, the work 

I do, regardless of the time 
spent on social justice issues-- 
it's all a waste if Christ isn't 
in me in these things--but the 
further futility is that, in the 
end, I feel we'll fail. That in 
all out tax resistance, pro- 
testing, "crossing the line," 
writing letters to Congression- 
al representatives, going to 
Washington, etc., that we'll fail 
because money and greed is at the 
center of all our social ills. 


God cannot work in our govern- 
ment if people don't allow our 
Creator to work. We have free 
will. Greed, as well as the poor, 
we Will always have with us, 5o 
what can we do? Try to convince 
people (poor and rich alike in 
America) that exploiting others 
for money and personal gain isn't 
worth it? We can try. Our only 
hope lies in Christ. Each of us 
individually giving our lives 
over to Jesus and one by one 
telling others by our example 
and our words, I'm talking about 
religious renewal and religious 
revolution, 

I write this article so that 
you who think that Catholic Work- 
ers are "special people" and a 


I'm trying to save every 
nickel and dime that I get from 
every bottle and can I cash in 
so I can buy a truck to help 
people out more and be a better 
support to Sheryl and others. 
And, a truck is what I want. 

I've been seeing alot and try- 
ing to understand why people get 
into hating other people for 
what was done in the past and 
trying to see why people can't 
get into making peace with 
each other without trying to 
get even for what was done. 

For example, we are constant- 
ly reminded of how and what the 
Germans did to the Jews during 
the Second World War and why 
even today some Germans are 
hunted down for what they did. 

I don't understand why they 
can't be forgiven. 

I've feel that the American 
Indian and what's happening to 
the Blacks in South Africa are 
somewhat like the the Jewish 
Holocaust, but for the American 
Indian and the Blacks in South 
Africa their holocaust has 
never ended, It's still going 
on today, yet very few are pun- 
ished. We are reminded about 
the Indians past and forget that 
they played a big part in the 
Second World War, along with the 
Blacks from this country. 

I ask myself when men and wo- 
men are ever going to igve up 
trying to get even for what was 
done in the past. To me, it's 
somewhat good to remember the 
past, yet I feel that it's 
wrong to let others suffer for 
for that past that wasn't theirs 
is wrong. 


breed apart will realize that we 
are only human. We doubt and 
question every action that we 
take but God strengthens us as 

He does you. The Worker "move- 
ment" is failing because indi- 
viduals refuse to risk, They 
refuse to take people into their 
own homes. Dorothy Day, co-found- 
er of the New York Catholic Work- 
er, meant the Worker to be a4 be- 
ginning--not a "movement." To 
address people individually and 
personally as Christ would--in 
homes not shelter houses that 
only serve as a band-aid to a 
gaping wound. We have failed 
and we are failing because the 
point doesn't get across that we 
are to each follow Matthew 25 and 
feed the poor, etc, not just those 
of us who live in a shelter, but 
we doubt and we grow and we are 
human. 

We wonder if we're doing the 
right thing being involved in so 
many issues. I don't have an 
easy answer but I just wanted you 
all to know that these are com- 
mon frustrations. We share them. 
Together, in Christ, change will 
come, slowly but surely, Take a 
risk and let God lead your life. 
Following Jesus is a radical step 
that will lead to radical action. 

I've said my piece. I feel 
much better, some of the tension 


released. I need to read this 
more than most, Peace be to you, 
and uncertainty, for this will 
cause growth. 

In Christ, 

Cindy. 


T see this getting even, this 
hate in what's happening to 
Sheryl. Some people have been 
somewhat punishing her for what 
she took part in and withthe aid 
of others they have taken every- 
thing away from her, including 
her children which were the only 
thing that kept her together. 
Feeling that Sheryl would try to 
escape she was put in lock-up. 
To make things worse, her mother 
was dying and instead of letting 
Sheryl go to see her mother, 
they put her in lock-up and she 
couldn't go anywhere. 

Sheryl says that if she could 
she would help me get home to 
see you. Mom, because you spent 
most of your life with your kids 
and when we grew up they miss 
you as much as you miss then. 
Se, Mom, I would like to make it 
home sometime soon. I'm hoping 
for vacation. 

I would like to see you, the 
family and my old friends, You 

see it's time for people to 
try to forgive what others have 
done. If we can, then some day 
we may be asking to be forgiven 
for ourselves. 

Well, I've got to go. I've 
got alot to do. 

I love you and 
God loves you too, 


Norman 9 
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be campaigning for an international 
agreement to reduce this lethal 
trade. (314) ." : 

The pastoral closes with a 
relatively short "Call to Whole- 
ness and Holiness." This includes 
a brief section on labor and lei- 
sure and a longer one, very beau- 
tiful, on work and worship. There 
are passages directed to the vari- 
ous segments of the Church, and 
finally a lovely passage on the 
liturgy a 

Having offered my reactions 
throughout this review, let me 
just conclude by making a few prac- 
tical suggestions for making the 
document more accessible. It 
should of course be shorter: I 
have noted that the tendency to 
amass statistics and play scien- 
tist is partly at fault and better 
avoided altogether. On a more mun- 
dane level, a glossary and anno- 
tated bibliography might help. 
(The bibiographic references I've 
gleaned from the extensive foot- 
notes could make a tidy little 
course on the Catholic social 
teachings of this century.) The 
glossary should include brief 
accounts of the major social en- 
eyclicals and other documents. 
Finally, I commend to the bishops’ 
attention the six "Guidelines for 
Study and Action" printed on the 
back of their Canadian colleagues’ 
letter, A similar list would be 
a great addition. 


I am afraid it is too much to 
hope for a clearer denunciation of 
capitalism and the profit motive 
in any document prepared by Ameri- 
cans. (Fortumately, John Paul Il 
has provided one in Laborem Exer- 
cens 14 (sort of).) Even without 
itthis pastoral is a helpful, and 
healthy, counter to the evil 
trends of the present. It chal- 
lenges many of the fundamental 
assumptions of those who are in 
power, For this, the bishops are 
to be thanked--and urged not to 
yield to the attacks from the re- 
actionariesnytess yr > ; 

This has been a long and yet 
sketchy review. Perhaps, in clos- 
ing, the charitable thing would be 
to give the last word to the bishops 
themselves. They have given me a 
good choice, not from quite the end, 
but a fitting close for these times. 
In it the basis for Catholic eco- 
nomics is well exposed: 

When Christians come together 
in prayer and praise we make 
a commitment to carry God's 
love into all areas of life. 
True holiness is not limit- 
ed to the sanctuary or to mon- 
ents of private prayer. It 
means being a disciple of 
Christ and seeing our use of 
the goods of the earth in the 
light of the Gospel command 
to have a special concern for 
the poor and needy, =f 


Reflections 
(cont.) 


» « © Remember what the Lord 
said about those who cry, “Abba 
Father,.'"' Not all those who cry 
out to God shall see Him. Remem-— 
ber what the Prophet Micah utters 
in God's name: "The heads of Jacob 
and the rulers of the house of 
Israel will cry to the Lord, but 
he will not answer them; he will 
hide his face from them at that 
time, because they have made their 
deeds evil." (Micah 3:1-4), And 
Micah is speaking about "the be- 
lievers," These are frightening 
admonitions for those of us who 
believe, particularly when we 
reflect upon what we actually do, 
directly and indirectly (through 
business, goverment, etc.) each 
daye It is a very personal bur- 
den to me, especially when I have 
seen so much suffering in El Sal- 
vador, to accept the fact that no 
matter how much I have struggled 
personally extricate myself from 
oppressing the poor, still I am 
a citizen of a nation which is 
partially responsible and more 
remains for me to do. O£ what 
good does it do for us to worship 
a God of Life while through our 
economic, political and even 
social actions we destroy life? 


In the early Christian days of 
martyrdom, there were those very 
courageous Christians who stood 
in front of the weaker ones when 
the lions were unleashed on them. 
People who go to the borders of 
Honduras, El Salvador and Nica- 
ragua are doing just that. There 
were others who acted as "deacons" 
and fed the poor, cured the sick, 
comforted the lonely and the aged 
but did so at risk because they 
would be identified as "Christian" 
by their love for others. There 
are as many different Christian 
responses to reality as there are 
Christians in this world. Buty, 
when we come together and dwell 
on the Word together, there can 
be no division. There can only be 
unity because we gather together 
in His name and He is there among 
USe : 

I have personally experienced 
this in my own life and I am ever 
grateful to the Spirit for guiding 
me and those with whom I experience 
community. In Commitment, for ex- 
ample, there are Methodists, Cath- 


olics, Lutherans, members of the 
Church of Christ, Presbyterians, 
and others, Our common faith, be- 
cause its source is the Word of 
the Lord, has enabled us to make 
some significant responses, None 
have been earthshaking because we 
are a small number of people, but 
all have been concrete and a wit- 
ness to the Lord's love. 

I share with you these thoughts 
because they preoccupy me at this 
time, I welcome your reflections. 
Let us continue to pray for one 
another; that the Lord will in- 
crease our faith, lead us along 
the path of hope, and heip us to 
understand ever more clearly what 
it means to be a peacemaker, 


Peace and Grace to youy 
Mike Colonnese 


(Editor's Note: Mike welcomes 
letters. His address is 
Sr. Lo Me Colonnese 
Apartado 360 
Centro 
62000 Cuernavaca, Morelos 


Mexico) —$ 
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growing number of Catholic Work- 
er Houses and related houses of 
hospitality, Christians refusing 
to pay taxes or registering for 
the draft, the Sanctuary Movement 
and the Pledge of Resistance in 
solidarity with the struggles in 
Central America, the many on-go- 
ing disarmament campaigns across 
the country and the developing 
experience of Plowshares witness- 
es, 

In this country, many good 
friends are in prison and many 
more Will follow. Around the 
world, the Gespel of Jesus Christ 
-is under attack. Not since the 
early centuries has being a Chris- 
tian been such a subversive act. 
The blood of martyrs can be found 
in every comer of the world, 
There is not alot of success to 
point to in this struggle for hu- 
man survival. We have what Chris- 
tians have always had, the sign 
.of the Gross and the promise of 

,the Resurrection. We will need to 
bear down for the long haul in 
clusters of communities, breaking 
open the Scriptures and feeding 
each other with the Word. In 
our efforts to say no to the bomb, 
we must seek ways to say yes to 
life. We are an Escatological 
Church and as Dan Berrigan says 
we are "captives of our futures." 
We must try to live as if the 
Kingdom on Earth promised by 
Jesus is at hand and trust God 
will take care of the rest. 


Holloday (cont) 


ous and risky. The law will be 
strictly applied to protect all of 


us. Your own documents show that 
you expected to be tried. I regret 


that you had access to Miles Lord, 

I may have played some part’in your 
judgement, The message comes from 
this court. You face a severe pen- 
alty if you can't find legal means, 
I see that your arrogance is danger- 
ous--you are beyond your means, in 
matters beyond your comprehension-- 
that the U.S. alone should give up 
its weaponry--we have specialists 


and a President ... 


(The sentence was imposed, 
Martin asked for time to pray, 
The request was denied, The court 
spectators prayed the Prayer ee 
St,. Francis, Martin was led out.) 


MARTIN'S SENTENCING STATEMENT 


Your Honor, I stand before you 
now in your physical power. By the 
power of federal law I am locked in 
my cell; by the power of the feder- 
al law I am handcuffed and trans- 
ported from cell to court; and 
by the power of federal law you, 
Judge Himter, will now decide 
where I will spend the next twenty 
years of my life, 

Because the decision as to my 
sentence is entirely yours, and now 
because you wield this great phy- 
sical power over my life, this is 
a very personal encounter today, 

a personal encounter between you, 
the judge, and me, the prisoner, 
We are together today in this 
court in a very intimate interac- 
tion, as we are attempting, in our 
different ways, to speak to each 
other's lives. 

It occurred to me recently to 
ask myself what the Gospels might 
say about an encounter like this, 
and about the different kinds of 
power we wield--you, the physical 
power of the judge, the power of 
the law; and I, a different power, 
in no way physical. I asked my- 
self, according to the Gospels, 
on which side of the bench am I 
called to be: to sit behind it or 
to stand before it? In short, 
where would I rather be? I find 
that the Gospels are unequivocal 
on this matter: we are called to 
stand with the victims, with the 
accused, and with the powerless, 

We are called to renounce the exer- 
cise of physical power over others, 
and instead to embrace the- power of 
love. We are called to offer our- 

selves up unto the physical powers 

of this world, to allow our love 


show in our daily lives. 


Peete? 
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.to give some meaning to Jesus! 


choice of the cross, So therefore, 
I rejoice to be here on this side 
of the bench, here where I feel I 
belong. 

It is not my intention here to 
recapitulate the details of my 
action, which the court well knows;. 
nor to insist that the intent of - 
my action was not criminal, but 
benevolent, since that much the 
court has already fully heard, 

I would, however, like to make 
some comments on the possible ends 
which the court seeks to serve on 
this, the day of my sentencing. 

By the verdict of a jury of 
twelve, it has already been deter- 
mined that under federal law I am 
guilty of two crimes, If the court 
wants it to be known to others, who 
might be inclined to act as I did, 
that such actions are a violation 
of federal law, then that much has 
already been clearly established. 

I have now been locked up in the 
confines of the Wyandotte Comty 
jail for three months. If the 
court wants it to be known to 
others, who might be inclined to 
act as I did, that such actions 
will result in imprisonment, then 
that much has already been clearly 
established, 


It is possible that this court 
will soon sentence me to many years, 
perhaps up to twenty, of confinement 
in federal prison, If it choses to 
do so, it will not be cear to me 
what purpose it hopes to serve by 
such a sentence, It seems unlikely, 
for instance, that such terms of in- 
carceration will serve to bring my 
soul from a state of darkness or 
sin into a state of reformation or 
improvement, 

Do I seek mercy from this court? 
I would have to say that yes, surely 
I seek mercy from this court, since - 
I hope to see acts of mercy bloom 
forth fron everyone, inasmuch as 


merey is a divine virtue which we 


everywhere seek, and ever try to 
Nowhere 
“in the Bible do I learn that there 


is any danger from an excess of 


mercy, ’ te 

' My hope for mercy, however, is 
not limited to a hope that mercy 
be shown to me here in this court, 


4 


4 
=-25 
~ 


Oy 

The message of my presence before 
you today is that I plead for mec 
for all potential victims of war, 
I plead for a mercy and love stronj 
enough to cause us to turn aside | 
from our deadly preparations for 
nuclear war, In that way my 
greater plea for mercy includes 
the plea that mercy be shown to 
you, Your Honor, and to the mem- 
bers of your family. We all know 
that we will need mercy in ee 
doses if we are ever to survive th 
next few years. | 

Traditionally, the day of sent- 
encing for a prisoner is a time 
for contrition and repentence. 
Since God calls us to be contrite 
and to repent, I would like to 
take this opportmity to honor 
that tradition. 
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I believe that no one is more 
aware of the many ways that I have 
sinned and fallen short of my re- 
sponsibilities than I am, I re- 
member these failings daily, and 
they deeply pain me and challenge 
me. For my many sins, including 
the sin of pride, of self-right- 
eousness, and of violence in word 
and action, and including the fail 
ure to act when action is called 
for, I am very sorry; these sins 
I now confess. 

I can never be sure that the 
path I take follows the will of 
God, but I earnestly try to follow 
that path, and seek to learn from 
my error whenever I deviate fron 
that path. I also pray that that 
path become always clearer to me. 
In my heart I yearn for peace, 
and try in the best way I know 
to act in such a way as to make 
peace more possible; in fact to 
live as if peace were a present 
reality, If my actions actually 
result in making peace more dis- 
tant rather than nearer, then no 
one is more pained for that fail-~ 
ing than myself. As only God knows 
which of my actions demonstrate 
that failing, I ask the Lord's 
forgiveness and guidance, and I 
ask that I continue to grow in 
knowledge of God's will. 


(Editor's note: At this time 
Martin's place of confinement is 
unknown, Letters may be sent to 
Martin via the Atlantic Life 
Rann 94. Box 411, New Haven, 


CT (06502). ) 
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To be a witness does not consist in 
engaging in propaganda nor even in 
stirring people up, but in being a 
living mystery. It means to live in 
such a way that one's life would not 
make sense if God did not exist. 


-CARDINAL SUHARD 


